
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF ROCHESTER 

ROCHESTER, WISCONSIN 

 March 29, 2026  10am 

  Palm Sunday 
_____________________________________________________________ 

PRELUDE                             MEDITATION*                     CHURCH BELL 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:       Ruth Frost, Moderator    

                                      

INTROIT: KR Bluegrass 

 

*OPENING HYMN:  # 178 All Glory, Laud and Honor 

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP:   (responsive) 

  One: Humble and riding on a donkey, 

 All: we greet you; 

 One: Acclaimed by crowds and caroled by children, 

All: we cheer you; 

 One: moving from the peace of the countryside to the corridors of power, 

 All: We salute you: Christ our Lord. 

 

 One: You are giving the beast of burden 

All:  a new dignity; 

 One: you are giving majesty 

 All: a new face; 

 One: you are giving those who long for redemption 

 All: A new song to sing. 

One: With them, with heart and voice, we shout: 

 All: Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 

 *THE GLORIA PATRI:   #558  

 

*THE PRAYER OF INVOCATION:  (unison) 

Humble God, you have shown us the way to enter all the Jerusalems of 

this world. You showed us not to enter our lives with fear, but with 

humility and courage. As we worship this day, we draw upon your 

example of Jesus on that humble donkey, and we raise our palm 

branches in rejoicing! We raise our voices, shouting along with your 

people of every age, “Hosanna in the highest!” Come and save us this 

day, O Jesus of Jerusalem. Amen. 

  
The Lord’s Prayer   (debts) 
 
HYMN OF PREPARATION:  #64 Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee (1,2&5) 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON:  Old Testament  Zechariah 9:9 & Psalm 118 :25-26 
                                                                    
 Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11 
 
SERMON:   Rev. Joe Hackett 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC :   KR Bluegrass  
                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                     
SHARING OUR LIVES TOGETHER: 
 Thanksgivings   
             Concerns of the Community 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 
 Silent Prayer 

 Prayers of Adoration 
 
Community Prayer 
Lord, as we enter Holy Week, we pray for our community — for the 
lonely, the sick, the weary, and the searching. May Your Spirit bring 
comfort, healing, and hope. Strengthen us to be instruments of Your 
peace in our neighborhoods, workplaces, and homes. Amen 
 
SHARING OUR GIFTS: 
 Call to Giving     

 Doxology 

 

Offering Prayer 

Gracious God, we thank You for the abundance You have poured into 

our lives. As we present these offerings, we ask that You bless and 

multiply them for the work of Your kingdom. May these gifts bring hope, 

comfort, and support to those in need, and may we give with joyful and 

generous hearts, honoring You in all that we do. Amen. 
 
 
*CLOSING HYMN: #187 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 
 
*BENEDICTION: 
Friends, as we move into the week ahead, may God bless you with the insight 
to know the way of Jesus, the courage to hold firm to the way of Jesus when 
the crowds try to lead you astray, and the strength to follow the way of Jesus, 
the way of God’s steadfast love that never fails. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE: 
*  Denotes that all who are able should stand 

 

 

 



Looking ahead at March  2026 calendar 

 

Sunday March 29   Palm Sunday 

10am Worship 

 

 Tuesday March 17 

9am Tai Chi 

 

Wednesday   April 1 

11am-1pm Spirit Bible Study Final Session 

 

Thursday  April 2   Maundy Thursday 

6pm Worship and Communion 

 

Friday April 3  Good Friday 

1pm  Worship 

 

Saturday April 4 

7pm-10pm  St. Peters Fire  Church Lawn 

 

Sunday April 5  Easter Sunday 

10am Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns 

Agneta Ray and Family 

Cindy Ovokaitys 

World Peace 
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