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Paul’s Perspectives:
Opinions – We all have them aplenty. Preferences – they start very early on in
every child. Persuasions – likewise, they are common to us all, but usually come
over a matter of time. Beliefs and Faith – are common and innate as well, but
often only after teaching, experiences, and perhaps some pondering. And then
there is the matter of Prejudices – if we are honest, these too are universal.

Opinions can be strongly held, or they may be categorized as a lightly held
preference. The same for preferences, some are quite settled, while others are
open to modification. Persuasions are another matter, they can be called preferences that are not usually negotiable. Faith and beliefs are both of a secular and
religious nature, and they develop as youngsters become more and more
self-aware. Prejudices develop as anyone begins to think that their opinions,
preferences, persuasions, beliefs, and faith are beyond reproach, and correct in
every way.
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The question is, when and how - does opinion translate into preferences?
Preferences turn into persuasions? Persuasions prompt beliefs and faith? And
beliefs and faith hatch into prejudicial thought and action?

Prejudices are more often the problem, as they are nearly always expressed
in a negative and hostile manner. It is one thing to be convinced of something, but
it is another to consider others to be totally wrong just because they do not share
your exact same conclusions. Judgment belongs to God, not you or me. If there
is anything we ought to prejudicial about – it is that we are all given a free will,
and God allows for freedom of thought. Else we would all be puppets with strings
attached.

As to opinion, my mother said to me often, “You are not the only pebble
on the beach!” As to preference, we were told to try everything that was on our
plate. As to persuasions, it sometimes came with correction much needed. As to
faith and belief, it was modeled, but also encouraged by taking us to Sunday
School and Church. It worked for me, and now I am somewhat prejudiced when
it comes to parents who choose not to have their children be part of a faith
community for the development of morality, faith, and God-likeness.
Another very important thing I have learned - is that there are times when
it is necessary to put aside personal opinion and prerogatives - for the common
good and the unity of people, community, country, and the church. Disunity is the
bane of our day. Prejudice disrupts us, but love, love, and more love - brings us
together and unites us. Perhaps there is such a thing as ‘positive prejudice’?
If so, I am all for it. I am prejudiced toward love and unity!

Pastor Paul

July 2022
Worship Hour continues to be broadcast live on the church’s Facebook page and a recording of the
latest service will continue to be posted weekly to the church’s website www.fccrochesterwis.org.
Bible Study - Evening Bible study meets on the 1st, 2nd, and 4th Monday at 7:00 pm.
We are studying the book of Revelation.

Summer Worship hours start at 9:30 am. When weather permits, we will have Worship Hour outdoors.
Sunday, July 3

9:30 am Worship Hour. Special Music by Jubilee.

Monday, July 4
Sunday, July 10

9:30 am Worship Hour. Special Music by Emelia Dahms.

Saturday, July 16 There will be a Memorial Service for Louis Paetsch starting at 12:00 pm.
The service will be outdoors, weather permitting.
Sunday, July 17

9:30 am Worship Hour. Special Music TBA.

Sunday, July 24

9:30 am Worship Hour. Special Music by Jubilee.

Sunday, July 31

9:30 am Worship Hour. Special Music by the Ukulele Band.

2022 Church Directory
The New 2022 First Congregational Church of Rochester Members
and Friends Directory is here!
We want everyone to have a directory. New directories will be placed
at the front entrance of the Church as you walk in.
Please don’t forget to pick one up!
Thank you to Mary Krall, who called all members and updated the
directory.
There's a lot of leg work involved in this project.
And thank you to Kathy Ketterhagen, who put the directory together,
made it look great, and printed!

Upcoming events in August
Our Annual Church Picnic is Sunday, August 21st from 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm.
Bill and Joyce Gerard are hosting this event at their beautiful lake home on
Lake Tichigan. Please join us for food, fun, and fellowship.
Please bring a dish to pass.
Saturday, Aug. 28th
Our Annual Ice Cream Social and Music is Saturday, August 28th
from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. More details to come!

Lectionary Readings
6/3

Isaiah 66:10-14; Psalm 66: 1-9; 2Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30; Galatians 6:1-1-16; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20.

6/10

Deuteronomy 30: 9-14; Psalm 25: 1-10; Amos 7:7-17; Psalm 82; Colossians 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37.

6/17

Genesis 18:1-10; Psalm 52; Amos 8:1-12; Psalm 52; Colossians 1:15-28; Luke 10: 38-42

6/24

Genesis 18:20-32; Psalm 138; Hosea 1:2-10;Psalm 85; Colossians 2:6-19; Luke 11:1-13

6/31

Ecclesiasts 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23; Psalm 49:1-12; Hosea 11:1-11: Psalm 107:1-9, 43;
Colossians 3:1-11: Luke 12:13-21.
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Prayers and Concerns
Victims and volunteers of natural disaster worldwide

COVID19 Responders and

Our
Nation’s Leaders
Caregivers
nifer Williams

Victims of Terrorism

Tom and Lynn Koeper
Reid Shamus
John Kendricks
Neely McNeal
Jack and Jeanie Smith

Dan Medkalf
Victims and volunteers of
Stephanie Mutz
Samuel
Guatemala
naturalin
disasters
worldwide
Clarence,
2 year
old with leukemia. Matthew Olson
Our Nation’s
Leaders
Jay While

InAll
Health
Care
Facilities:
military
personnel
and their

families
Velma
Anderson @ Racine

Julie Pagan

Mrs. Jen-

7 year old Clinton
Barbara
Lois
Pray for the Ukrainian people.

Torin Philips

Casa Bernabe
Marge
Pischke Orphanage
Health Care Facilities:

Joyce
Scneider
@ Arbor View, Burlington
Rachel
Frashingbauer

Casa Bernabe Orphanage

Jean Moyer has returned to her
old address.
OakLynn
ParkKoeper
Place 1700 Tuet Road
Tom and
Apt. 1118
Phil Meyers
Burlington, WI 53105

Cameron Achauer

Forrest McBride

Julie Gren
All
military
personnel and their families
Oscar
Jacobs

COUNCIL MINUTE HIGHTLIGHTS
Treasurer’s Report
•
•
•
•

Pastor is planning a sermon series on the Book of Acts for the summer.
Pastor is planning vacation time in August.
Thank you to Mary Krall and Kathy Ketterhagen for preparing the new church directory.
Memorial service for Louie Paetsch will be held on Saturday, July 16 th at noon, reception to follow.

Worship Committee
•

For the month of June: deposits (income) were $7,356 and withdrawals (expenses) were $6,073.

Education Committee
•
•

Sunday school is on summer break until September.
Jessica Frailing prepared activity packs to occupy kids during Sunday services over the summer.

Mission Commission
•
•
•

Rummage sale on Saturday, May 28th was a success. Thank you to all the volunteers! We raised $1,804, which was donated to
Casa Bernabe Orphanage, TLC and Love Inc. ($600 each).
Love Inc. resumed in person meal site (still Monday and Wednesday only). We are planning to sign up for a meal serving over the
summer.
Transitional Living Center moved from Burlington to the Town of Dover.

Building and Grounds
•
•
•

Thank you to the volunteers who help with mowing the lawn.
Mary Krall is working on landscape redesign on the north-west corner of the church property (the one with the sign).
Sign on hwy 36 is in process of being repaired.

•

David Ball fixed and painted the front door.

IT/Marketing Committee:
•
•
•

The services can be viewed live on Facebook or through a GoPro camera link.
Events and services are posted on Facebook.
We will no longer be posting pastor’s recorded sermons on the website.

Next Council Meeting is Monday, August 15, 2022

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
O F R OC H E S T E R

103 S. State Street
P.O. Box 8
Rochester, WI 53167
PH. (262) 534-6582
Email: fccrochester@tds.net
Pastor PH. 508-837– 4611
“For where two or three are gathered in my name,
there I am in the midst of them.”
Matthew 18:20

www.fccrochesterwis.org
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Sun

Mon

3 9:30 am Church
Special Music by Jubilee

4

10 9:30 am Church
Special Music by
Emelia Dahms

11

17

9:30 am Church
Special Music TBA

18

24 9:30 am Church
Special Music by Jubilee

25

Bible Study

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

2

5

6

7

8

9

12

13

14

15

16
Memorial Service for
Louis Paetsch at 12:00 pm.

@ 7:00 pm

Bible Study

Sat

19

20

21

22

23

26

27

28

29

30

@ 7:00 pm
_______________________________

31

9:30 am Church
Special Music by the Ukulele
Band

Pastor Ray’s Office Hours are Monday through Wednesday 9:00 am to 12:00 pm.

